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subsisted on the charitable donations of their
flock here. Legacies, however, are frequently
left to them by the devout in Europe, and large
sums are sent to them by the monarchs of that
quarter. The present, king of Spain is extolled
as being exceedingly liberal, and is said to give
always double the amount solicited of him, when
its appropriation is to the Terra Santa; and
most of the friars here being of that nation, con-
stantly laud his bounty.
We were somewhat surprised at being in-
formed that the Prince Regent of England had
extended his liberality to this long-forgotten
land, for the first time, during the last year, when
a secretary of our ambassador at Constantinople
was sent down to Jerusalem with fifteen hundred
pounds to the guardians of the Holy Sepulchre,
as a present. The secretary's reception, how-
ever, was .not of the most flattering kind, as they
told him that the King of Spain had just before
sent them about six thousand pounds sterling j
and although they always treated the English
well, on account of the liberal payment which
they were sure to receive from them, yet they
never scrupled to say that they were not Chris-
tians, calling them either Lutherans, or free-
thinkers> or atheists,.as.might most readily occur,
arid firmly believing that they had not among
them either the Scriptures, the Paternoster, or
the Creed.